
2021 - 2022  West Forsyth AP Literature and Composition Summer Reading

Dear West Forsyth AP Literature and Composition Students,

Welcome to AP Lit and Comp! I am glad that you have chosen to challenge yourself with a course that will
serve you well as you prepare for your future both in and outside the classroom. AP Lit and Comp is a
rigorous, and rewarding course designed for seniors who desire to challenge themselves through critical
analysis, creative observations, and empathetic reflection as we explore literature in a variety of forms.

Particularly after a long year of screens, I believe that summer reading is important to help establish the
standard of rigor for the class as well as to promote an important habit of lifelong reading. My hope with
these activities is to provide you an opportunity to put your screens away and revisit the pleasure of reading
a book that can open your mind and hearts. Through your careful reading and reflection, you will begin the
class with an understanding of what is expected of you throughout the upcoming year - and hopefully
discover literature you love!

Summer Assignment

Part I: Poetry

An important part of AP Lit and Comp is reading poetry for pleasure and for analysis. Often, students forget
the enjoyment and personal connections that can be forged by reading poetry. In order to facilitate this
journey, you will explore how former US Poet Laureate Tracy K. Smith is bolstering poetic connections. For at
least 2 weeks (weekends excluded), you should listen to Tracy K. Smith’s podcast The Slowdown or subscribe
to and read her podcast in written form. Each episode is only 5 minutes long and includes Smith’s reflection
as well as a reading of the poem. The podcast is available on Spotify, iTunes,  or at
https://www.slowdownshow.org/. You are certainly encouraged to peruse the archives and listen beyond the
assigned two weeks!

After the end of the two weeks, you should record a brief video or audio memo on your experience
listening to poetry and, mimicking Smith’s style, reflect on one poem that particularly stood out to you.
This video/audio memo should be approximately 2 minutes long and should be uploaded to Canvas by
the end of the first day of school (August 23).

Part  II: Literary Analysis

Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines, by
Thomas C. Foster. This text is an excellent introduction to understanding literary analysis and to give you an
overview of what you will be looking for in the texts you will read this year. It is an important reference point
throughout the year so be sure to read it carefully and enjoy the author’s style and references.  I recommend
that for each chapter, you compose a brief summary of the key points that Foster emphasizes as it will prove
beneficial throughout the year. A full PDF is available online.

https://www.slowdownshow.org/


Part III: Reading and Analyzing Fiction
1. Read ONE of the following works:

Anthony Doerr – All the Light We Cannot See
Barbara Kingsolver – The Poisonwood Bible
Celeste Ng - Everything I Never Told You
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie - Americanah
Fredrik Backman – Beartown

Each of the choices above are contemporary works of fiction that I - and former students - have particularly
enjoyed and believe you will too; the choices are varied according to topic and author. Look into each book
and find one that suits your interests and fits your family’s expectations for reading! Please let Ms.
Schneider know if you are having a problem obtaining a copy of one of the novels.

As you read:
As you read and study your chosen novel, reference your chapter summaries from How to Read Literature
Like a Professor. Make direct, specific connections from the novel to five of the chapters from Foster’s
book. Which chapters connect best with your novel? How are the connections made? What is the author’s
purpose in your chosen novel?  Do you see repeating patterns and motifs related to the Foster chapter? You
should annotate these five connections by either writing in your book or using sticky notes. You do not
need to write formal paragraphs explaining your annotations, but you should be prepared to discuss your
findings in class. Again, our goal for this assignment is to enjoy reading while we start to hone our analytical
eye as we read.

There will be no formal test on your work. However, you may be asked to write an essay on it and reference
it during the year. You may be asked to present your reflections to the class. As such, you should bring your
annotated copy of the text on the first day of class. The level of the work that you do will be evidence to
us of the caliber of your work in an AP Literature and Composition class.

I will see you in August, and am looking forward to working with you during your senior year!  Enjoy your
summer and your reading!


